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PROSPECTS OF TOURISM DEVELOPMENT DURING THE PANDEMIC

Lasha-Giorgi Datashvili,
Mariam Datashvili
Tamta Tabukashvili

Abstract

Tourism is a form of travel for recreation, entertainment, leisure or business purposes. The essence and impor-
tance of the tourist is defined by the International Tourism Organization as follows: “It is the movement of a person
in time and space away from his place of residence, not less than 24 hours and not more than 365 days”. In addition,
the tourist should not receive any remuneration in the country where he has visited for tourist purposes. Otherwise,
he will not be considered as a tourist. Tourism includes four stages of development, ie: 1. From the beginning to the
eighteenth century; 2. From the eighteenth century to the First World War; 3.World War I to World War II; 4.From
World War II to present. Tourists are driven by different travel purposes: sports; educational; professional; religious
and others. Ultimately what unites tourists of any tourist destination is that they try to escape from everyday Turin
and make the most of their rest or vacation period.

The global pandemic, which entered history as COV19 and which began at the end of 2019, has changed
the entire world, changing people’s lifestyles and daily routines. The economy of each country has suffered huge
losses, almost all private sectors have been affected and most alarmingly, many people have died from this virus
in the world. Tourism is no exception and COV 19 has also hit it hard. Travels have stopped, international flights
have stopped and tourism has also stopped. As for religious tourism, even though it was not an exception and
like everything else this industry has stalled and suffered, the pandemic has created new opportunities for this
industry.
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